Rep. Waxman Requests Documents and Briefing on CPA Cronyism Allegations

When allegations of cronyism at the Coalition Provisional Authority first surfaced in 2004, the
Defense Department denied that political ideology played any role in hiring decisions. However,
recent media accounts directly contradict these claims, reporting that a Defense Department
political appointee, Mr. Jim O'Beirne, directed an organized and systemic screening process to
hire Republican loyalists for key CPA positions. In light of these contradictory reports, Rep.
Waxman requests that the Pentagon produce documents related to the screening and hiring of
"temporary political appointees"” to fill key roles in the Iraq reconstruction effort, including:

- 1A list of the names of all individuals who were hired to work at the CPA (a) as temporary
political appointees or (b) by Mr. O’Beirne or his staff, as well as the titles of their positions and
descriptions of their employment responsibilities.

- 2Alist of the names of all individuals who applied for, sought out, or were otherwise
considered for temporary or full-time employment with the CPA, but were rejected by Mr.
O’Beirne or his staff.

- 3Copies of all resumes, CVs, lists of references, letters of recommendation, and any other
materials submitted by the individuals described in (1) or (2), as well as any notes or other
evaluations of these individuals by Mr. O’Beirne or his staff.

- 4Copies of all communications, including e-mails, between Mr. O’Beirne or his staff and
the Heritage Foundation, other think tanks, political activists, or the offices of members of
Congress regarding potential CPA employees.

Finally, Rep. Waxman requests a briefing with Mr. Jim O'Beirne in advance of a Government
Reform Committee hearing scheduled for September 28, 2006.

Documents and Links

- Rep. Waxman's Letter to Secretary Rumsfeld
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